
CHADICK newsletter No 2

Since my last newsletter, quite a few things have happened including the establishment of our 
Facebook page developed by Alex Wilson as part of his Duke of Edinburgh Award. Have a look at 
www.Facebook.com/CHADIK.charity Alex and his father are also helping set up our new web page.

My last trip to Kenya went by in a flash despite suffering from bronchitis. A great way to get 
sympathy!!

1. Outreach clinics

This time I accompanied the Gertrude’s team to the three sites, Likii, Rumeruti, and DolDol. The 
hospital at Rumeruti has been upgraded recently and the new Superintendent had started  the 
previous week.  In the photo we see Isaac Maina on the right who is the nurse/counsellor from 

Gertrude’s and Dr Memmelo on the left. Dr 
Memmelo trained in China and calls himself a 
generalist rather like our GP.

I saw round the hospital, a simple building with 
many small rooms set in 50 acres but some distance 
from the town. A separate maternity block is still half 
built, stalled due to lack of funds. A 6 bedded airy 
female ward only had one patient in it on palliative 
care due to liver cancer but no morphine available. 
The 4 bedded pediatric ward is rarely full, mostly 
patients with respiratory disease. There is no male 
ward due to lack of room.

The small pathology lab is poorly equipped though 
they have a lab technician and an assistant. They can 
only due simple tests as there is a microscope, oven 
and fridge but no cytocentrifuge etc. I hope we may 
be able to help here from CHADIK.

My next visit was to DolDol, a rough 3 hour journey from Nanyuki due to the recent floods breaking 
up the road. We were greeted by a very bright nurse Sarah Gakii who gave us a very succinct 

overview of the activities. This centre was 
upgraded to a District hospital two years ago 
and now it is to get a new hospital built by the 

http://www.Facebook.com/CHADIK.charity
http://www.Facebook.com/CHADIK.charity


community and due for completion next January. It will contain a maternity unit. The old building 
will be used as offices

The centre serves a very poor population which lost a lot of cattle in the drought. Malnutrition, as at 
Rumeruti, is a major problem. Unfortunately the new dams in the area are encouraging mosquitoes to 
breed and malaria is on the increase in a formally free area.

The photos show the old ambulance and the nearly finished new hospital.

2.Likii

My first visit to Likii was to the nursery 
school. It was great to see the new fence in place 

and know that the school numbers had increased due to the improved security. Plans are in place 
to start a small vegetable garden next to the kitchen. The head teacher, Ruth Kyalo, gave our team 
an update on the progress of the pupils and emphasised the need for the extra classroom and 
another teacher. Since I left, we have heard that the Secretary Mr Mwitah had returned to the 
school when we understood he had left. An unpopular appointment has been made to the 
management board of a former head teacher to oversee the curriculum. The teachers find him very 
difficult to work with.

Complaints were made that many of the children were not getting enough food during the day in 
spite of our quarterly support. Josphat, one of my team, decided that the only answer was for us to 
buy all the food and deliver it to the school each week but discount the food supplied to the crèche 
by the flower farm. On costing this out, he found that all the children could be fed nutritious 
porridge mid morning and lunch for less than our quarterly support. In addition the cook’s salary 
could be increased. Where did our money go!!??

We are now proposing that the money that the parents were contributing for food should go to 
teachers’ salaries.

Finally the money for the playground equipment has been transferred from Kijani and the Likii 
support team are looking into using the money as efficiently as possible. As the money came from 
Linda Martin, we agree that it would be a nice memory to call it Pete’s place after her late 
husband.

The next visit was to the self help centre LISHACG. Here Josphat and I met with the site team. 
As usual with this group there were misunderstandings to sort out particularly as the site chairman 
is not up to the job. We established the six month payments for the three managers and these have 
now been paid. We also agreed the equipment for the path lab having got a reasonable quote at 
last. I am still waiting for the chairman to give us the dispensary account number to forward the 
funds.



The good news is that the IT manager, Joshua, is excellent at his job and now that the modem is 
installed is already in contact with me. The new computers are in use and although we have to 
wait six months for the education certificate, training the children can start. The only outstanding 
item is replacing the glass in the windows to protect the equipment and eventually instal grills.

Since I left, I heard that the government may take over the centre and turn it into a health centre. 
What that will mean for the IT centre I am not sure. 

3. Agricultural/technological training for youngsters.

Preliminary talks have now been held with the Roman Catholic business centre in Nanyuki as a 
possible base for the block release of 14-16 year olds in an appropriate curriculum. The 
superintendant is very supportive but much to be worked out yet. We need to find a ways to fund 
teachers for an appropriate curriculum and also to fund apprenticeships so that on the job training 
can start. Our trustee, Jack Ward, is investigating City and Guilds training in Africa and we intend 
to visit Farm Africa for support. Local support is strong, we already have the possibility of a site 
to put up a greenhouse or polytunnel for practical work.

SUMMARY 

The trustees are preparing a budget to cover existing agreed programmes and to evaluate what 
else can be supported. We are delighted that some of our monthly donors have increased their 
contributions and hope to pick up some new ones. Most of the people helping us through Kijani  
with monthly sums have already transferred to CHADIK and I hope to get the remainder by the 
end of July. This is such a vital source of income.

STOP PRESS

Hog roast. This was a great success in spite of the weather and illness preventing quite a few 
people for coming. The roast and accompanying salads and desserts were delicious and the band 
made a great contribution. I, and my co-organiser Ann Sinclair, have already thanked personally 
all the many people who helped make this a real success. At this time we have raised over £1300!!

Annual lunch. This will be held on Sunday October 28th at the Hendall Manor Barns on 
the A26 at Herons Ghyll just north of Uckfield. More details to follow but please get it 
into your diaries

 NOW
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